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e A sponsor’s safety obligations

e Tort liability

e A sponsor’s security obligations

e Agency investigations of airport sponsors

e Potential upcoming regulatory developments
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“The airport and all facilities which are necessary to serve the aeronautical users of the airport . . . shall be
operated at all times in a safe and serviceable condition and in accordance with the minimum standards as may
be required or prescribed by applicable Federal, state and local agencies for maintenance and operation.”

e Signage, marking, and lighting
e NOTAMSs

* Snow and ice

* Foreign object debris (FOD)

* Pavement maintenance

e Wildlife hazard management
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Airports serving:

e Scheduled air carrier operations
in aircraft designed for more than
9 passenger seats but less than
31 passenger seats

e Scheduled or unscheduled
operations in aircraft designed
for more than 30 passenger
seats;

e |f required by FAA.



e Snow and ice control plan
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Breach

Negligence

Causation




Premises Negligence
liability? per se?

Negligence

Res ipsa Damages
loquitur? caps?




Things to know the answer to:
e Are you covered?
e Limitations on damages?
e Procedural requirements?
e Discretionary function exceptions?
e Permissible causes of action?
e Liability insurance?

e Seay Law International, Sovereign
Immunity for Public Airport Operators,

Legal Research Digest No. 24,
Transportation Research Board (2015)




e Generally, no private right of action under FAA Act

e Standard of care depends on your airport:
e Certificated
* Non-certificated
e Was the airfield component AlP-funded?

 And it depends on your jurisdiction:
e Standard of care
e Evidence of the standard of care
* Preemption












e Information “obtained or developed in the conduct of
security activities . . . the disclosure of which TSA has
determined would be detrimental to the security of
transportation.”

e May only be disclosed to those with a “need to know.”

* Must take “reasonable steps” to protect from
disclosure

* Examples: Airport Security Plan, operational
constraints, emergency preparations












e SMS manual
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Questions and Discussion
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